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PERTH, 7. Januar. 1 651. 
SHE Commiss1on of thes Ge» 


NERALL ASSEMBLIE, Seriouſly conſidering 

the preſent- Diſtreſs and Danger. of 
the) LORDS PeorLiE in. this Kirk and KinG» 
DOM, through the» Unjuſt- Violence and Op- 
preſ5ion., and theo Pernicious Errours of the- 
Sectarian., Armie» of EncGLand , continning 
now along tyme-ir. this Laxp; Haue- found 
it” neceſſarie- to emit this SOLEMN WAR-= 
NING, for. Information. of all the Members 
of this K1&x, and ſtirring them. up to their, 
duetic-at- this ryme-: AND, Do Ordayn. . 


the ConGREGATIONS of this Kigx; Whereof #* 
PRESBYTERIES areto take, cſpeciall care, And 


ro make report-. 
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A Solemn Warning, to all the Mem- 
bers of thu Kirk, From the» Coms 
miſsion of che General Aſſembly. ; 


 S 1t hath pleaſed the Lon», 
who is wonderfull i counſdl, 
and exccllcnr in working, in the carrying; 
on of His Work, ſince the ry me of the firt re= 
: ceaving of cur Nationall Covenant, for the 
Mayntenance of chat Work in this Kirk and KingAom, arlen- 
tring into the Sulemn League and Covenant, with our neygibour 
Kingdoms of Englindaad Ireland, for propagating and alvan= 
cing the ſame among t them, to exerciſe His people withnany 
tryalls; Soir hath been His great Mercie, not only to prſerue- 
the publick julicatories of chis Kirk fayrhtull and fteadfat with 
him in his Covenant an4 Cauſe: Bat aiſo to farniſhchen with, 
Wiſdom and Cowrage, to;{i{cernand giue ſeaſonable Wanings 
agaynit diverſe Tentations and Snares of che tyimes, and & ho 4 
foorchrorthe people of GOD their dQeties in every tryall, vhere- 
by ir hach comero paſs, chr woh the LORDS Bleſſiy vpon. 
theiclabours, thar ſuch as feared GOD, have been muct helped. 
toſtand fait inthe Cauſe of GOD: inthe ſaddeſt hours, ard grea« 
teſt Tentatioas, vatillithe LORD di4 make a way to eſcipes, © 
..., And, nom 
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And now, the LORD in His Wyſe and Moſt Holy Diſpen ſa- 

tion,having brought His People of this Land, unto as ſad a cryall, 
as any that ever wee have been in ſince the beginning of the 
Work, by the Invaſion, Prevalencie, and Oppreſhon of the Se- 
Qtarian Partie of England ; Although at the ryme of their fir(t 
Invading of this'Kingdom, the Injuitice and Perfidiouſneſs of 
theic Cauſe, was aboundantly diſcovered by the Committee of 
Eſtates, and the Generall A{ſemblie , and Sgaſonable Warning 
yas given agayn(t complyance with them, ( which wee hope all 
who truely loue GOD, Religion, and Governement,have not yer 
forgotten and caſten behind their back, But will make conſcience 
tofullow ) Yet, conſidering that the LORD for our tryall hath 
ſufferedthe Tentation to grow, and perceaving that ſome alrea- 
Cie perfidiauſlic and unnaturallie have gone in tothem; Wee de- 
ſ*rir.g to bee faythfull to GOD inour Station, fynd it a duetie 
icumbent co vs, to reneiy the Word of Exhortation to all the 
Feople of GOD in this Land; heping that the LORD accor- 
dvg to His wonted way of Bleſſing the Word of His Servants, 
Wil not let it be ineffectuall upon the heartes of ſuch as feare 
FiM. 

Inthe firſt place, therefore, Wee exhort, and as the Servants 
arl Meſſengers of IESUS CHRIST, Doin His N ime, charge 
the People of GOD in this Kirk and Kingdom, To avoyd all 
ſors of Complying with theſe forcſayd Enemies, Whether by 

 Tpeking favourablie of them, and cheir wayes, or ſpeaking 
diſrſpeQfullic of the publick, juſt, and necetfarie Reſolutions 
andProceedings of Kirk and State, for oppoſirg their wicked 
Deſgns, agaynit this Kingdom, and delyvering :he Land from 
thei Unjult and Cruell Oppreſſion, or reproaching ſuch in Kirk 
and tate, as have been conſtant in the Covenan'r and CausE 
of GOD, ard adhered roovr firtt Principles, with Imputations 
and \ſperſions of Malignancie, and Back-ſlyding, becauſe of 
theicZeale again{t that Enewie, and care to have the Liberties 
& Gwoernment of this Kingdom mayntayned agaynſt their Vio- 
lence, or by Converſing with them familiarlie, or by Contribu- 
ting ay thing in an actiee way, for their mayntenance __ __ 
: ut, CIP 
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Bat eſpeciallie, by keeping correſpondence with them me- 
diatelic, or immediatelie, to giue them intelligence of thg 
Counſells, Reſolutions, and Proceedings of Kirk or State, by 
going in vnto, or joyning wichthem in Counſell or Armes, or 
anie other way of acting for their Cauſe, or ſeducing others - 
to anie of theſe: And. to the efteA, that all may bee the more 
ſtirred vp to guard themſelves agaynlt their fayr and entyſing 
words,and agaynlt the ſuggeſtions and inſinuatious of anie thae 
are Agents for them, Wee deſyre and warn all People of the 
Land, to take notice of, and conſider, beſyde ſuch things as 
haue deen repreſented in former Papers: 

Firſt, That as they did moſt Unjuſtly and Perfidiouſly In- 
vadc this K1nGDom, contrary to Covenant and Treaties, as 
was cleared before the world , by the Papers emitted both by 
Kick and Stare, at their firſt incomming, the intentions of this 
kingdom,as then, ſo now, being no orher, but che mayntenance 
of Religion, their own juſt Rights, Liberties, and Govern- 
ment, not owning any Malignant intereſt, nor owning any in- 
tereſt what-ſo-ever of mans , Bur according tothe Co v E- 
NAN T, inſabordination to Religion, and the ſaferic of theſe 
Kingdoms; So thar as their Invaſion was moſt Unjuſt and Per- 
fidious, So is their guiltineſs now exceeding much increaſſed, 
and heightned,by much innocent Blcod-ſhed of the People 8 
Saints of GOD in this Lan »,the more than Bartarous aſage 
of our Priſoners, by ſterving many hundreths of them , with 
Hunger and Cold, andſending away many others, as Slayes 
vnto remote patts of the world, by laying many Congrega- 
' tions of the Land waſt?, chafing Miniſters from their Char- 
ges, Spoyling , Plundering , and Oppreſling the People of 
GOD in the Land, he 

Now , For any of this Kirk and Kingdom, to comply and 
Joyn with this Enemie, and ro act any wayes forthem , were 
it not beſydes the unnarurall Treacherie of it, agaynſt their 
Native Counvrey { a Villanie which bath been abhominable 
and execrable, even among(t all Heathen Nations, much more 
amorglt Chriſtian People } Were itnota molt manifeſt, per- 

A3 ſonall, and 
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ſdhall, and formall Violating of our Solemn Covehant,where 
in wee are bound to mayntayn Religion, the Liberties, and 
Governement ofthe Kingdom, the Kings Majeſties Perſon, 
and Government , inthe defence of Religion, andeverie one 
another inthis Common Cauſe ? And, alfo, To bee acceſſorie 
| vnto,and bring vpon themſelves the guiltineſs of all theſe mens 
"Jl oppoſition rothe Work of G OD, uſurpation, perſecution of 
|) -* faythfullandſtedfalt CovenanTeas in the other two King- 
doms, and of their Unjuit Invading of this Kingdom, all the 
Blood-ſhed, Deſpyte agaynit che Ordinances of GO D, Vio- 
leace, Oppreſſion, and Villanies, which they have done ſince 
they cam: intoit: And wonld itnot, notonly render vs vyle- 
and reproachfull co all Nations roand about 'vs; But alſo draw 
on the Wrath of GOD, Whois a Severe Avenger of che breach 
of CovenanTs madein His Name; though they bee bur with 
men? Verilie, our hearts do tremble co think, and all People 
in this Land, haue cauſe co mourn before the LORD, that any 
haue been found among tvs, who hane alreadie fallen into 
ſuch abhominable and fearfull defeRion., contrarie to ſo So- 
lemn1 Vowes,Eſpecially having ſo clear and wel grounded Te« 
ſtimonies and Warnings cymouſly given them , boch by Stare 
andKirk, to avoyd fach Courſes. Th:ſe that hitherto haue 
been preſerved from ſuch falling, would be the mure warch- 
full over their hearcs, and cake heed, le:trhey fall, an4 be nor 
high myndeJ, bur fear. Wee danat think icnec2iTary to in- 
fitin guarding che mynds of People agiynlt the Snare of char - 
Argament, Whichche Enemies take from che g-ear ſucceſs, 
and ſeries of pcovilences, wherewich their undertakings and 
courſe have been followel1- whereby they would dazie the 
eyes of the [g1orantand 3imple, chis being aboundintlie da- 
ſh:din former Papers, auleven of ic ſelf evidencly a"ſurd, che 
Word of G+) D ozing toclear for this, and experiences in all 
Generations yeclding lo munyfFald exanp'es chereof , Thar 
ofcen tymes inche LORD) Hay Provilenceh wicked men, 
in m ».t wicked courſes; even agayn't GOD 5 ow: People, 
may haue mach pcoſperitie, for atymse, foc che tryall and hum- 
| . | bling of 


4 CO OO. COTE 


A Solemn Warning, Gt, 7 


bling- of his own, and the greater judgement vpon theic Ene- 
mies, when they haue filled vp che meaſure of thcir iniquitie, 
Providences are not our Rules, whereby eo judge of the juſtice, 
or injultice of a courſe, Bur the Law and che Teſtimonie , if 
they ſpeak not according tothis Word, there is no light in 
them, whar-ſo-ever bee che ſucceſſes of men; Bur wee ſhall ex- 
hortevery one, andit will bee their wiſdom, to watch agayn(t 
and to bee aware of the Snares of ſuch, as by ſubtile ſugge= 
ſtions, and whiſperings, labour to alienate the hearts and afte= 
Qions of People from theſe that are in publick truſt in State 
and Kirk, andrco render all their Reſolutions for the publick 
ſafetie ſuſpitious and odious, the hearkening where unto, is 
indeed a (tep vatro Defeftion, and may readily leade on to 
down right complyance with the Enemie. | | 
In the nextplace, Wee earneſtly deſyre all People toconſi- 
der, Tharir is not enough for them in theſe tymes, Nor ta 
joyne or at. with, or for theſe Enemies, Bur that they onghc 
alſo according tothe utter moſt of their power, to act, and im= 
rove them ſelves agaynit them: And, therefore, wee doex- 
Cot every one,in the Fear of GOD,to giue all loyall and hear- 
tie obedience , unto ſuch neceſſary _ lawfull Orders, and 
Commands, as are, or ſhall be emicred by the Civill Authoritie, 
in reference toaCting agaynſt the ſayd Enemie. If ever there 
was People in the a who had cauſe to bee a willing Peo= 
ple to-this, and co beſtir chem ſelyes, with all cheir power, to 
oppoſe, and defend rhem ſelves, agaynſt an Enemie, Wee cere 
taynlie , the People of this Land,at this day, have cauſe ro do 
ſo, agaynſt this preſent Enemie ; Whether wee conſider the 
Enemics what they are, and what is the cauſe of their Inva« 
ding, and Perſecuting vs; Or whether wee confideFour Con= 
cernments, that are in hazard of their Deſigns, and Crueltie; 
Or whether wee conſider the Bands and Obligations, where- 
by wee are tyed before GOD, andthe World, to mayntayn 
and defend the ſame, - | 
For the firſt, Wee ſhall not need to adde any new thing to 
&bat which was holden foorth by the ComMmiTTiE of 
_. og = me 
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EsSTATES intheir anſwer tothe declaration of the praten- 
dcd Parliament of England, and the declaration of that are 
mie, when they firſt encred into this Land, we ſhall only 
deſire that what was ſaid there, way be now called t&' minde, 
and reviewed. Pag. 17.18, 
For the ſecond , we ſhall defire all ingenuous , honeſt, and 
podlic hearts, to conſider theſe things, 1, How many of ocr 
_ brethren, fleſh of our fleſh , and bone of our bone, are 
flain with the ſword, innocentlie, and withovt cauſe, and how 
maniecarricd into Captivitie, and therein (terved with hun- 
ger or cold, & ſent away as ſlaves. 2, A great part of our Land 
ſubdued, andlIying under their fecte, and the LORDS pea- 
le our brethren there, oppreſſed, ſpoyled , inflaved in their 
bodies , endangered in their ſoules, which lye open to the 
poyſon of their pernicious erronrs, being deſticute of the ot- 
dinances of G OD, and their Miniſters, who might informe, 
comfort, and (trengthen their hearts in the LORD, whoſe di- 
ſtreſled condition, and ſadd afflitions, crye to us for help and 
relieff, and crye to Heaven agaynſt us, it we ſhall Iye by, for 
that woe, which is pronounced agaynſt theſe rhat are ar caſe in 
S1oNn, and remember not the affliction of Ioſeph. 3. Whae 
theſearealreadie ſuffering , rhat the ſame is threatned agaynſt 
the reſt of che Land, and cannot be avoyded, if we ſhall not 
tymonſlie ryſe up, and ſeeking the LORDS help and aſſiſtance, 
faychfullic and actively make uſe of that power (which G O D 
hath mercifully in His providenceleft yer in or hand) agaynſt 
their violence, 4. Is anie thing lefle intended, and perſued 
by theſe men, then che deſtruftion of onr King, now in Co- 
venant wgch G OD and his people, the utcer overturning of 
our governement, under which we have lived, & ſubſiſted for 
ſo many generations, and the enthralling us and this ancient 
Kingdom in hondage and flaverie unto them, as wirhour all 
which, they conceive they cannot promiſe ſecuritie to them 
ſelves in their violent and wicked unparallelled uſurpations at 
home incheir native coantrey? 5. Isnot Religion alſo, ant 


the caulcof IESUS CHRIST (which ovght to be deare and 
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more precions unto us, nor any thing or intereſt worldlieun- 
der heaven, and for defence of which our lyves ought not ce 
be deatero vs) in danger of utter ſubverſion and ruine, 
theſe mens cruelctie , and impietie > What they have done in 
their owne countrey, inthe matters of Religion, by contincall 
ob{truQting' the work. of reformation , by crafetie undermy-= 
ninges, whitl it was carrying on, and then atlaſt, breaking. 
ic 111 veices,. when they had gotten powerin their hands , by 
avowirg all ſorts of impious and blaſphemous errours, and 
ſetting up ane abominable toleration thereof,and nuw at laſt 
af poperie; by oppreſling, perſecuteing, and caſting out ho- 
nettandfaithfall Minifterscf CHRIST ,. for preaching , and 
ſheaking againlt their errours, CON and u(urpationg.& re- 
fuſing ro approve their uſurped power, Is now fo manifeſt 
befor che world, tharnone can be ignorant thereof, And al- 
beir in their invadeing of us, they prerend only to be ating 
civill matrers,as they ſay, their libertie & ſaferie, yet cerrainely, 
becauſe they cannot promiſe themſelfs ſecuritic intheir er- 
rours, confuſions,and impieries in England, ſoleng asReligiory 
ſtands inteer in this kingdome, efpeciallic ſo longas presbyte- 
riall governement, which is the hed&e of trueth, anda rer- 
rour to hereſies, and-Hereticks, is keiped up, and our religious 
League and Covenant, which binds to the maintainance of 
Religion, is avowed by afly of theſe nations,their crueltie and; 
violence willhavenoreſt, if chey gett way , untill they have 
over-whelmed us withche ſame confuſions in Religion, which: 
they have effeQuated on the neighbour kingdome;, and when 
Religion is overthrowne, and deſtroyed, rheſe kingdomes 
{ which GOD avert, and we hope he ſhall, for bis own glo- 
rie and' Names ſake) is it not endangered 'in all Orthodox: 
proteſtant kirks abroad round aboat us ?* Who this day are 
Jooking ar the ſtanding or falling of itin theſe kingdomes , as: 
the apparent meansof the ſtanding or falling of ir amongſt 
themſelfs alſo; By this brief narration, may be ſeen, that 
which we doubt not but every ſenſible man doerh ſee by bim 
ſelf; That what ſoeyer can bedeare and precious to any peo« 
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plein the world, areall tous now lying at the ftake , and that 
therefore every one among(t us, as we would-not render our 
ſelves reproachfull co all nations round abour us, and willing- 
lie involve our ſelves inthe greateſt miſeries that a people can 
be brought unto, oughttorake their lyfe in their hand , and 
according to their ſtations, places, and power, to be forth. 
_ Lo the defence of cheſe thinges againſt vnjuſt vio- 
ence, 

And now inthe third place, Let every one of as adde to 
theſe chings, the conlidecation of the bonds and obligations, 
thatlye vpon ns to chis duecie, by che Law of G.O:D-,' the 
law of nature, our Nationall Covenant, and Solemne League 
and Covenant, and the paines therein contained, whereunts 
we have devored our ſelves, if we ſhall deſert, orfaill in per- 
forming that duetie, and we think every ſenſible heart may 
tremble co jntertayne any chought of lying back from, or 
Qacking inthe ductie , being calledthereunco by lawfull aus 
thoritie, ſ Me” 

. We doubt nor but ſundrie chings may be, and are alreadie 
ſuggeſted co the people of GO D in this Land ,, to weaken 
their hands, and to diſcowrage their hearts , in dving their 
duetie, and coobſtruct —_ raifing and levying of for- 
Ces at this cyme , againit which we-delyreall , inthe feare-of 
GOD, toarme and guarde them ſelves, that they hearken 
not thereunto , as they would nor /bring-upon them ſelves che 
guilt of al chat the Land bath already ſuffered, 8 all char it may 
yet ſuffer, in; Religion, Liberties, Governement, the lyves and 
eltaces of rele thy 
Certainlie we know nothing which ought to move ary.to lye 
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renounced; And weconfeſſe that we ſhould ſecke peace with 
all men, as farte as is poſſible, and follow after it, And if there 
might be 2 Treatie wich theſe enemies, even after all the” 
wrongs they havedone inthis Land , without wronging Re- 
ligion , inchele kingdomes, united in Covenant, for mutuall 
defence, and maintainvance of Religion , without making our 
ſelves acceſloric to all the violence done by them againſt Re- 
ligion, and Governement, in England, without falfifying our 
yowes madeto GOD, our Declarations and T reaties, made 
and emitted before the world, co a.aincain the Kings perſon, 
juſt right, and auchoritie, by all luwfull and neceſlarie means, 
according to the Covenant. Ina word, withont quyting the 
Covenant;and running into theſame guiltineſſe of perfidiouſs 
neſſe, and perjurie, that they haue runne into , we ſhould not 
be againſt it, bur we leave it untoall honeſt and judicions 
hearrs to think if chat can be. " 

But the maine and principall thing , which we perceave 
may be repreſented vnto, and may breed ſcruple in the myndes 
of honeſt people in the Land, as to acting ar this tyme, in the 
way and courſe agreed upon, and appointed in the publid re- 


' ſolutions, is, Becauſe of the admiſſion of ſuch to ac againſt 


the encmie, as have been formerlie excluded; For removing 
this ſcruple from the myndes of theſe that are honeſt and god- ' 
lie ( who we acknowledge ought to be had in tender reſpe& ) | 
we doe deſyre, firſt , That che courſe reſolved upon , andihe 
neceſſitie requyring the ſame , may be looked npon, and ſe- 
rionſlie conſidered, The reſvulution is this , That all fenſible 
perſons be raiſed, and permitted co a againſt the publiCt ene- 
mie, for defence of the kingdome , excepting ſuch as are cx- 
communicated, or forefaulced , orknowenlie profane , and 
flagitions, or have been from the beginning , or continue 
ſtill, or areat this preſent ryme obitinate enemies tothe Cauſe 
and Covenant; And provyding thatno perſon ger ſuchpywer 
pat intotheir. hands , as may be prejudiciallco the Cauſe of ' 
GOD; The necefhtie of this courſe is ſo great and evident, 
That no man can bur. ſee it ,- Conſidering the necefiarig duetie 
OS B2- _— of juſt 
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of juſt defence, again{t an enemie intending by violence to 
geltroy our Liberties and Governement, and to force us to 
quyre and renounce our Covenant, ſworneto the moſt High 
GOD; And conſidering , Thar our former forces being rui- 
ned, a great part of the kingdome being abſolutclie under 
the power of the enemie, It isnot poſſible to rayſe a com- 
perent power, in warrantable prudence , to oppoſe the ene- 
mic , unleſſe chere be a more generall calling foorth of peo- 
ple , in partsrcharare yet free, then have been before. Now 
thecaſe being thus, can the calling of ſuch as are ſubjeAs of 
the kingdome, limited wirh ſuch exceptions, and proviſions, 
be aſintul] courſe, or fould any truelie godlic and honeſt ſub. 
jets, wirhdraw their neceflarie concurrence, for the jult de- 
fence of the kingdome. 

For firft, Ic hath been through all generations, andis the 
univerſall, uncontroverted practiſe of all Chriſtian king- 
domes and States, approved by the judgement of che ſoundelt 
Proteſtant Divynes, in caſe of juſt and neceſfarie defence, 
againſt forraigne invaſion , to imploy all ſuch as are acknow- 
ledged fubjes and citizens, inſocha way as is not evidentlig 
deitructive to Religion, and particularlie the practiſe of our 
owne firſt reformers of this Kirk, who did receive and admit 
unto communion of Counſells, and acting againſt the Queene 
Reg-nr, and her faction of Frenches , and uothers, ſundrie of 
the ſabjets, who had been/before upon herpart , oppolivg 
the Profeſſours of the true Religion , thencalled the Cungre- 
gation, when as they came co acknowledge the errour of their 
former courſe, and were willing to joyne with the Congrega= 


tion in the Caule of GOD. 
Secondlie, Asthe law of nature docth bynd and ob] iedge 


every enc, that is a member of the politick bodieof a king- 
dome, or State, to endevour to the uttermott of their power, 
che preſervation of the whcle, and of the fellow members, in 
a juſt quarrell and cauſe, againſt unjult violence , which if 
they retuſe to doe, they are guiltie of murther , and rreacherie 


agaynlt the Common-wealth : So this ſame law of nature al- 
loweth the 
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A Solemne Warning, &'c, 1 ; 


; * Jowcththe bodie, andlayeth an'obligation upon ſuch as are 


Rulers, cocall for the help and aſſiltance of every-member, as 

neceſlitie requyreth-, for defence and delyverance of the bo« 
die » from: de(truQion ( provyding ir may be without the un» 
doing of a greater gocd., than is the preſervation of the bo- 
die, as it is inthe preſent caſe ard publict ceſolutjon) which 
if they refuſe, or neglect todoe, they runnethem ſelves into 
the ſame-guiltineſſe, and berray their trult. 

Thirdlie, The Word of G Q D doeth hold out to us ſfuffi- 
cienc cleare warrand for this practiſe: We may fynd in the 
book of Iudges, That, when upon defection from the puri- 
tie of Religion , and rhe Covenant of GOD , that ancjent 
Kirk was brought under the oppreſfion of forraigne.encmies, 


| yet ſo ſoone as the L OR Dyet His good pleaſure, raiſedup 


Governours , for their defence and delyverance, the whole 
people were raiſed, and gathered together forthatend, and 
called out -promiſcuouſlic , not-with-{tanding a great part of 
them, noqueſtion , had been in the defeftion , and it cannot 
be ſayd, without groundlefle raſhneſle, that all ſuch had given 
convincing evidences of their repentance, nor do we fynd that 
any godly refuſed to concurre with their fellow ſubjeas, or 
that any of their-Governours are reproved for not excluding 
from ryſing in armes, for the neccfſarie defence, and delyve- 
tance of the Land, fuch as had been in the defection : But on 
the contrarie , we fynd ſuch (adlie reproved, and terrible cur- 
ſes pronounced againſt them, who came not foorth to joyne 
in the wcrke, Sec Iud: 5. verſ. 15.16. 17. and 23. 2. The 
lyke may be ſeenin the Hiſtorie of the Kings, and Chronicles, 
where after defe&ion from Religion , and the Coverant of 
GOD, gracious reforming kings aroſe, and had to doe 
againſt forraigne invation. 3. We doe fyndin 1.Sam. 11. a 
cleareexcmple of this practiſe, approven of GOD , and fol- 
lowed with Bis Bleſſing, making it ſuccesfull, where Saul, in 
the cale of Iabeſh Gilead , beſieged by a forraigne encmie, 
commandeth all Iſrael ro come toorth , forthe defence and 
eclyvcrie of their brethren , vnder the paine of fevere civill 
| B 3 cenſure, and 
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ecnſure,, and accordinglie , all being moved by the feare of 
G OD, falling vpon them, as it is ſayd, Dhey did come foorth, 
as one man; 'yetas we may perceive Cap. ro: ver; ultim. ma« 
nie of them ( as is apparent a great faftion) were ſonnes of 
B:liall, wicked and turbulent perſons, who as they had before 
eucbalentlie rejeted Samuels governement , and requyred a 
king; ſorhenhad = oppoſed the Word, and cleare revealed 
will of GOD, incalling Saul cothe governementc of his peo- 
ple: Neither is there any thing can be brought in Scripture, 
which ſpeaketh againſt this reſolution in our preſent caſe, to 
wit, Of jult and neceſſarie defence, againſt forraigne inva- 
fion, whereby the whole Kingdome, Lyves , Libercies , and 
eſtates of the people thereof are in danger of utter ruine, 

As for any ſcruple or doubt, which may bein the mynds of 
koneſt and godlie people, agaynſt the publi&t reſolution, . 
there may be cleare and ſufficient ſatisfaction unto ſuch as are 
not wilfallie reſolved anto the contrarie : For, as to former 
declarations and publi@ reſolutions, and-our folemne ack now- 
ledgement and engagement, made after the unlawfFull en- 
gagement againſt England, whereby manie are debarred from 

laces of power,and cruſt, in counſells and armies, It would 
be conſidered,chat rheſerhings were done in relation to acting 
in a way of proſecution of the cauſe; but were no wayes in- 
tended tothe prejudice of juſt and neceſſarie defence of the 
kingdome againſt forraigne invaſion, for which we are al- 
lowed and bound by the lay of nature ( which no hamane 
lawes or reſolutions can infringe or prejudge) to make uſe 
of all ſubjeAs in the kingdome, if rhe making uſe of them 
be not ſinfull in irſelfe. And tothe end it may appeare unta 
allivho are (crupled from the ſolemn eng1gement concerning 
the preſent publiCt reſolution for ating againſt the enemie, 
Thatthe intention and endof that engagement was no other 
then what hath been preſently ſayd, we doe deſyr&ir may be 
remembred chat atthe ryme when that ſolemne acknowledge - 
ment andengagement wasa forming and drawing up, it was 
repreſented by ſome then preſear that it might be a thing pre- 
| judicial! ro 
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judiciall to the kingdomes ſafetie incaſe of forraigne inva- 
fion, if ſo many wereabſolutely debarred from raking armes. 
And it was then anſwered publicklie, rhat in ſuch a caſe, all 
ſubjeAs within the Kkingdome, might and ought to ryſe for the 
jult defencechereofs AndGcherefore inthe obligatorie part of 


'theacknowledgementand engagementinthe 6, article there 


of, pag. 12, which concernerh complying with malignants, 
nothing is expreſſed which importeth che bynding up of the 
hands of the kingdom from imploying any thatare acknow- 


x 


ledged ſubjects for che neceſlarie defence thereof, nor isthere 


ſo much as any mention of As Mx 1 * s, made therein. at; all. 
Theſe thinges are, well knowne,, ang cannot be forgotten by 
ſuch as were upon the Commiſſion at chat tyme.-' As for anis 
thing that is ſaydin latter declarations, concerning this mat= 
ter, even in relation to defence againſt our invaders, as it 
K&retcherh furtherthen the known intentions of our firſt reſo- 
lutions; Soit, is to be conſidered, thaticwas in a tyme when 
the whole kingdome was inteere , andtheir might be choyſe 
made of in{trumencsto act, 'wegonfeſle that in ſuch a caſe 
choyſe ſhould be made of the beſt inſtrugzenes; Bur the caſe is 
altered , and yet , neither atthistyme isit ceſolved chat any 
ſhall be imployed, that are profane or continuing inenmitie to 
the Covenant or cauſe. of GOD... As to what is alleadged 
fromthe eminent danger ,, apprehended to follow opon , and 
accompanie. the way reſolyed vpon., becauſe, thereby manie 
being to. be imployed, who have formerlie-been in oppoſi- 
tion, and courſes.prejudiciallrorche cauſe, It may be feared, 
chat theſe having gotten pawer in their hands , -cannot but im- 
ploy the.ſame accordiog to their owne principles, and for 
eltabliſhjng.:cheic owne. ends, deſtruftive to the Work. of 
GOD, Inan{werrothis, We deſyreir be conſidered: 1.Sup- 
poſe there were ſome dangerip this kynd, yet it is not certaine 
andinevitable; And on the other hand, if neceſſary help, in it 
ſelfe nor ſinfull, be not employed, thereis certaine ruine, from 
the wickednefſe afd crueltie of, our enemies, both to kingdom 
andcauſe, without an extraordinarie divine work , which we 
= have ne 
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haveno warzand to. look for, negleQting, ordivarie meanes 
2. Many of rheit who have been debarred hi:herto, hav: 
been formerlic ative and forward for the: Covenant arc 
Cauſe of GOD, have now ackowledged rhe ſinfulne fe o/ 
cheir fal from their ſteadfaſtneſſe,& have bound them ſelves rc 
ſeadfaſttefſe & faythfulnetle in ryme coming, by allthe bond, 
that can be impoſed opon men; 7. The rcafon why many 0: 
cheſe did oppoſe rhe Cauſe of GOD; was their finfull prete- 
rence of the Kings intereſt, which was chen in oppoſition rc 
the Cauſe; But now , thatbeing removed , and the Kings in- 
tereſt, andthe Caufe of GOD being joyned, there is not 
fach danger that way., © | 
We acknowledge; that it isall one with G O D,cofavewith 
many , or with few, andthar, as it is a, great provocation to 
pur trutt and contidence in mulritudes ,. or in che ſtrength of 
meanes, ſoalfv ir is a great finneto be misbelieving , when 
GOD in His Providence redaQeth vs to ſcarcetie of fecun- 
darie meanes; yet this is no ground for os tonegle&the ofe 
of lawfull, neceſſarie,and competent meanes, when GOD 
doeth afford them, fuch as He hath left; bleffed he His Name; 
tous inthis Land yer in ſome meaſure; Burt how: a compe- 
tent meanes can be had, no man of under{tanding can fee, 
wichour fucha calling foorth' of tlie people in-cheſe parts of. 
the Landthart ace yet free from the oppreſſion of rhe enemic, 
as is held foorth inthe publick reſolution , which conrfebeing 
nor ſinfull in ir ſelfe, and being neceſfarie in the preſent caſe 
and condition of the kingdome , if anie ſhall ſtumble rhereat, . 
the ſcandal is nocG1ven,burtTaxen;Andifthey doe refufeto 
concurretherein, according to the duetie whereunto they are 
bound; by. the law of nature, andthe Covenant, they cannor- 
burhighlic ſine agaynſt GOD; Yea, ſappoſe the civill Ma-- 
giſtrate ſhould imploy ſome in{trumenes for defence of. the - 
and; whom they oughrtnortto employ: ( which we hope they- 
will not doe, and-if they ſhould, we would nor fayle to teſtifie 
agaynſt them) yer this will 'be no juſt ground, nor' give. 
warrand toany godly io the Land, to deſert; orlye back front 
| performance 
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performance of that neceſſarie duetic, which they owe-to 
their native countrey ,'ina juſt cauſe, buttheir part were to 
goc about this with all diligence , mourning for the ſinne of 
che Magiſtrate. Ns | | 
Therefore, we doe againe in the Name of the LORD, in- 


| forme , andexhorr all che people of GOD in this Kirk and 


kingdome, thatin obedience to the lawfull command of Civill 
Auchoritie, they ſhall ceadilie, honeſtlie, and chearfullie, goe 
abour.all the dueties, that relate to our owne juſt defence, 


"That none, in ſuch an exigent, 'either through baſe myndin 8 


their owneeaſe, and perſonall ſaferie , , more than the public 


| ſafetie of chie Land, and Cauſe of GOD, lye aback , or by 


the ſuggeſtions or whiſperings of any, llandering the public 
reſolurion of Kirk and State ; *obſtruct , or retardethe preſent 
rieceſlarie Levies, for the Defence of the kingdome , and 
Cadſe, or ſuffer them ſelves to be hindered from their dueties 
But that everie one in his ſtation , lay out himſelfe to the our» 
moſt, and neither ſpare his perſon , nor paines, nor.meanesz 
for the acquyting of him ſelfe, and encowraging of others. 
Our cauſe is righteous, what-ſo-ever it hath pleaſed the 
LORD in His Holie, Iuſt , and Wyſe Providence, to bring 
upon us, for our ſinnes agaynſt His MajzsT18, cecalicogs 
great miſpryſing , and contempt of the glorious Goſpell, and. 
of His Sonne IESUS CHRIST. We ſtand for the De- 
fence of our Religion , Lyves , Liberties, Families, Eſtates, 
Countrey, Governement , our lawfull King, and his juſt Au- 
thority, in the Defence of Religion, and everiething that is,or 
can be deare ynto anie people,all whichare in hazardto be des. 
{treyed androined by our wicked and perfidions enemies, if ib © 
be we ſhall-notin'che ; LORD'S Strengeh aRivelie;beſticre 
our ſelves, for 'Qur juſt Defence. Andnow alſfothe ſadd and 
deſolate condition of the Citie of our ſolemnities, and che.op- 
preſſions of all our deare Brethren, under the feete of the ene 
mig;cry alowd eo ys, whoare bound by nature , and Cove- 
nane,” to accountthe injuries done to chem , asif they were 
doneto ourſelves; who knoweth but the LORD —_— 
| P C tofore 
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tofore hath not gone out. with our Armies agaynitthis ene- 
mie,will now recarne, and haue mercie on His peopte,: and 
ſhow foorth His diſpleaſure: agaynſt theſe who arc helping 
forward the affliftion? -Certaynlie the meaſure of thetr'ini.- 
vitic is filling up , andtheir feere (hall flyde in doe tyme; for 
e day of vengeance isin the LORDS hearc, andthe yeare of 
recompenſe for Zions cantraverfie , He will not alwayes con- 
tend ,. nor be angrie forever with His people , nor ſuffer the 
rod of the wickedto reſt upontheir loc, leſt they put foorth 
theic hands to wickednefie, Let us aryſe, anddocour dve- 


the, truſting In His Nams, and believing the words of His 


Prophets; And that our ſinnes may not ſtard up to feparate be. 
twixt us, and our G OD, tetall of us, King,Nobles, Paſtours, 
and people of all rankes, labour more ſeriouſlic, and fincerelie, 
eo fearch out our provocations agaynſt GOD, and to be 
more deeplic hurabled forche ſame, co apply the LOR D 
IESUS by fayth, for onr peace and reconciliation with 
GOD, andropowre out our ſaules before Him; that He may 
have mercie vpon us through TESUS CHRIST, ang 
fave os for His owne Names ſake, AMe n. | 
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A& for. cenſuring ſuch as af, or. 
comply, with the Searian Armicy, 
20Ww infefting thi Kingdomc/. 


T Hs Commiſſion of theGenerall Aſſemblie , conſidering 
how greevous ſinneagaynſt;' GOD, and ſcandall to Re-. 
ligion,it were, fac anie of this Kick and kiagdome, to. joyne, 


orcomply with che SeQartga enemic, waving moſt _ 
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Alt for cenſuring, Wc. 9 
gag ouſlic invaded this kingdome, have ſhed ſo mach 
of the blood of GODS people, are deſtcoying the 
andarcſo wicked enemies to the Trueth of GOD, and work 
of Reformation; And having heard that fome alreadie have 
fallen into theſe finnes2 Therefore, the Commiſhon, for re« 
moving ſo greevous ſcandall, Ordayne, that all ſuch as have, 
coftuttjarceta Armes, or counſell, with the foreſaydenemie, 
upon the cleare notice and evidencethereof, ſhall be excom« 
municate,andall ſuch as ſhall be found co have procured pro= 
rectionsfrom the ſayd enemie, execute anie orders from them, 
or given them intelligence, or have ſpoken favourablie of 
them, and to the advantage of their cauſe; And all ſuch as 
ſhall be found in anie other way to comply with them , ſhall 
be cenſured, according to the degrees of their cor CE, 
as others have been cenſured , who have complyed with other 
enemies of che Covenant,and Cauſe of G O D, andthe Peace 
of thisKirk and kingdome: Androthe effeR allperſones raa 
be warned to guard and keepe themſelves from bein = 
_ or cartied away = — doable 
uch conrſe, Ir is appo that chi f icklis 
in all the Congregations of this Kirk, | 
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